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ENTHUSIASMSHOWSon the faces of PCSJog-A-Thon participants in March. More than 300 people ran, walked and hitched rikes on
stroller to complete laps for the annual fund-raiser. (Photo courtesy of Amber Guined)

Jog-A-Thon Raises Money, Spirits at PCS
Rain and rumors of rain swirled around the PCS

campus the week before the annual Jog-A-Thon on March
4. But the day broke bright and sunny at the La Canada
High School track as participants as young as two years old
completed laps to raise money for the school.  

This year 336 people ran,walked,strolled and

pushed strollers in a festive atmosphere with others cheer-
ing from the sidelines. More than $41,000 has been raised
and the amount continues to rise as pledges are collected.
Top fund-raising individuals will be awarded at the Jog-A-
Thon Assembly in June, and the family that raises the most
money will be treated to a weekend at Disneyland. 
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PCS Supports Family Through Medical Battle
Computer teacher Phil Williams and

his wife,Denise, were anticipating the
birth of their third child when Denise
was struck with Disseminated Valley
Fever last July. The disease, the worst
form of a fungal lung infection which is
often fatal,quickly overcame Denise as it
spread through her body.  The family lost
baby Daniel as doctors fought for
Denise’s life. 

She has greatly improved,but has
been hospitalized for many months. She
continues to battle infection and signifi-
cant challenges from the devastating ill-
ness; the journey to health will be long.

From the day Denise was admitted to
the hospital,PCS families and staffhave
rallied around the Williams family.  The
family has become a familiar fixture on
prayer chains around campus. Meals have
flooded the family, and a freezer was
given to them to store the surplus. One family sent a week-
ly housekeeper for months, while others took the children
on outings. School moms brought “church” to Denise’s
bedside. Staffand school families spruced up the house and
yard before Denise’s first one-hour pass to visit home, and
the third grade Brownie troop beautified the front flower
bed.  

Phil says, “Thanks for being the hands and feet of
Christ to my family. I’ve been here 12 years and couldn’t
imagine a better place to work, kids to teach, or families to
be carried by.”  

The financial burden has been great as well.  After

several months, Phil allowed friends to create a Williams
support fund to offset the many expenses not covered by
insurance. To help the family financially, you can make a
check to Diane Evans (with a notation ofWilliams family
in the memo) and send it to her at the school.  

Denise sums up her gratitude by saying, “Your prayers
and God’s strength are why I’m still alive. Thank you PCS
for supporting me and supporting Phil,Gracie & Jacob.”
Phil, always the computer champion,created an online
blog early in Denise’s illness.  You can follow the Williams
family, learn more about the Williams Family Fund and
send your messages to Phil and Denise at http://pullingfor-
denise.blogspot.com/.

“Fiesta On The Green” Seeks
Sponsors and Gifts

Pasadena Christian School invites your support of the
17th annual dinner auction and golf tournament,which
will be held on May 12, 2006 at Brookside Country Club.
We are on the hunt for corporate sponsorships and auction
items to be offered at the “Fiesta on the Green.”  Donations
might include gift certificates, event tickets, collector’s
items, travel, vacation items, electronics, furniture,or serv-
ices (home and garden,automotive or professional).  

If you own or are employed by a company that might
donate an item for our golf tournament or auction,please
contact Mary Ann Bennett,Development Director, by
phone at (626) 791-1214 extension 238,or by email at
mbennett@pasadenachristian.org.

DENISE WILLIAMSreceived some help during physical therapy recently. Gracie, age 4
and Jacob , 1, have visited their mom frequently during her illness. (Photo courtesy of
Phil Williams)
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Mrs. Cunningham To Retire In June
Kindergarten teacher Mary Anne Cunningham has

announced that she will retire when school ends this June.  
“It ’s a little bit scary to think about retiring,” Mr s.
Cunningham admits.  “After being so busy and needed for
such a long time it is odd to not know quite what I will be
doing. But I am waiting to see what God has for me.
Hopefully, He will bring something into my life where I can
minister.”

During her 15 years at PCS, Mrs. Cunningham taught
fir st grade and kindergarten. She is passionate about
providing an early foundation for children. “I really like to
give children a good start,” she says.  “It is important that
they feel good about how they are doing in school.  And
hugging is just one ofthe perks!” 

In recent years, that passion extended to creating the
full-day kindergarten program. “Mary Anne has touched
the lives ofso many of our children, fir st as a first grade
teacher and these last few years at Kindergarten,” Mrs.
Bailey comments.  “She has helped to grow our
Kindergarten program through the years and played an
integral role in development ofour full-day program.  Her
dedication to PCS, the students she teaches, and the
teachers she has mentored is evident as you observe her
with the students or listen to her heart when she shares
about    successes and concerns regarding students and PCS
programs.  We are going to miss Mary Anne’s daily
presence, but will experience her legacy for many years to
come,” Bailey adds.  

The first graders who were in Mrs. Cunningham’s first
class are now in their third year of college.  She has taught
three and even four children in some families.  She
laughingly boasts that she gave two Rose Queens their
start!  

The school will hold a retirement reception for Mrs.

Cunningham on Wednesday, May 31, 2006 from 2:30 p.m.
to 5:00 p.m. If you would like to send a note of
congratulations to Mrs. Cunningham,please address it to
her at the school.

PCS Kindergarten teacher Mary Anne Cunningham

Young Prayer Warriors Meet To Pray Together
A group of fourth and fifth graders has been quietly

meeting to pray before school, encouraged by third grade
teacher Susie Harmon.  “God chal-
lenged me during a quiet time to
start a group that would allow kids
to pray across grade levels,” Mr s.
Harmon explains.  “I have been
ministered to as much as the kids
have. Some ofthese kids really have
a heart to pray.” 

Before each meeting, Mrs.
Harmon prepares a briefsugges-
tion list of issues for prayer. The young prayer warriors
always pray for the continuing needs ofcomputer teacher

Phil Williams and his family (see page 2),as well as for
other staffand school families who have specific needs.
They pray conversationally, bringing up their families’
concerns as they come to mind.  A few minutes before
school they break up and make their way to class. 

The group meets in the library at 7:50 a.m. on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays ofeach month. Although it began
with fourth and fifth graders in September, Mrs. Harmon
recently opened the group to third graders as well. There is
a core group of faithful attendees as well as others who
come when they are able.  Children are allowed to check in
through the Big Yellow House without charge.  Students
interested in joining the group may talk with Mrs. Harmon
or simply come to the next meeting. 

“Some of 
these kids 

really have
a heart 

to pray.”
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Students Spread Christmas Joy To Grandparents and Communit

STUDENTS TAKE PARTin “The
Photograph,” a Christmas drama
presented at the PCS Christmas
program.  From left are (back row)
Jack Lyddon, Sam Fredrickson,
David Mielke, Nikolas Larson,
Brandon Chao, Justin Holcomb,
Thaddeus Smith, (front row) Devin
Robledo, Jeffrey Means, Ian
Pickering, and Danielle Kopplin.
(Photo courtesy of Patti Davis-
Simon) 

Shoe Boxes Carry Love 
Around the Globe

Once again last Christmas, PCS students enthusiastical-
ly took part in Operation Christmas Child,creating and
collecting gift shoe boxes for the effort. With teachers
Maryly Charles and Jeanne Trujillo spearheading the drive,
students donated a total of493 boxes filled with small gifts,
notebooks, candy and other treats.   

The idea is such a simple one: fill a shoe box with toys,
sweets and personal items chosen for a child within a
determined age range.  Decorate the box and tuck in a note
or picture of yourself.  Send the box to a child who would
not otherwise receive a gift to celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 

A ministry of Samaritan’s Purse International,
Operation Christmas Child set an all-time high in 2005 by
collecting 7.6 million gift-filled shoe boxes. This year, the
West Coast region provided 359,288 shoe box gifts to
children in the Philippines, Panama,Indonesia,Nepal,Sri
Lanka,Bangladesh and Mexico. 

“Operation Christmas Child is a project the children
can really understand,” Mrs. Charles comments. “They
know that the items they choose for the box will be enjoyed

by a child who may be a lot like them except for the
situation the child has to live in.”  

What is a birthday celebration without cake? A Pasadena
Christian preschooler takes a close look at the Happy Birthday
Jesus party refreshments. The children and families enjoyed crafts,
carols, a special vocalist and birthday cake at the annual event in
December. (Photo courtesy of Pasadena Christian Preschool)
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Students Spread Christmas Joy To Grandparents and Community

GRANDPARENTS AND STUDENTS(left) gather in
Mrs. Gallego’s classroom to create Christmas hats.
Nearly 500 grandparents visited PCS on
Grandparents’ Day in December. After breakfast,
student groups performed and Dr. Gray discussed
the opportunity for grandparents to contribute
toward presentation technology. More than
$9,665 was donated that will be used to purchase
equipment to allow students and teachers to cre-
ate computer-assisted audiovisual programs. 

THE KINGDOM KIDS
(right) put their hearts into

Christmas celebration
songs to an audience of

appreciative grandparents
who attended

Grandparents’ Day.  

KINDERGARTEN “SHEPHERDS” (left) were
among the groups that entertained their
grandparents during the annual
Grandparents’ Day. The kindergarteners
sang “Flockwatchers” and “Glory to God in
the Highest.” (Photos courtesy of Amber
Guined)
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Shaw Remembered For Giving Spirit
Teachers,staff and students

continue to celebrate the life and
mourn the loss ofbeloved teacher
Karen A. Shaw, who went to be with
the Lord on October 23,2005. She
was married to Dan Shaw for 39 years
and had three sons: Rick, Rob and
Ryan.  Her two granddaughters
Stephanie (7th) and Julia (4A) attend
PCS, as did all three sons.  

Mrs. Shaw died after a stroke
following heart bypass surgery at
USC-University Hospital. Her family
was with her as she stepped into
Heaven.

The Shaws spent 12 years in
Papua New Guinea doing Bible trans-
lation with Wycliff e Bible Translators.
Dan Shaw joined the staffof Fuller
Seminary in the early 1980s and Mrs.
Shaw began teaching sixth grade at
PCS in 1985.

Through the years she developed the sixth grade
financial management program, science camp and a
cooperative teaching approach that helps sixth graders
transition to junior high. She was honored in 1995 with
the dedication ofthe PCS yearbook. After a recent year in
South Africa during Dan’s sabbatical,she came back to PCS
to teach pre-algebra to seventh graders and to serve as a

mentor to the teaching staff.  
PCS Principal Jackie Bailey said,“I

had the privilege of working with Karen
Shaw for the 20 years God gifted us with
her.  Karen was an excellent teacher
who wanted only the best from her
students and she set that same standard
for herself. She kept current with
education issues and trends and
willin gly applied new and effective
strategies throughout her instruction.
For the first six weeks ofthis school year
she served so ably as a teacher mentor,
another area in which she was gifted.  I
miss her dedication to PCS, love for
students, always reaching for excellence,
her friendship and encouragement of
me, and her warm and easy laughter.
She left a wonderful legacy with PCS and
we are blessed to have had her in the
‘family.’ ”

The Shaw family has established the Karen Shaw
Memorial Fund in her honor.  It will provide tuition
assistance for missionary children attending PCS. 

If you would like to add to the scholarship fund, please
contact Mary Ann Bennett in the Development Department
at (626) 791-1214, extension 238,or make your check
payable to PCS with “Shaw Memorial Fund” in the memo.

Karen Shaw

Students Reach Out To Hurricane Victims
When hurricanes Katrina and Rita slammed into the

southern coasts ofthe United States last fall,they were
referred to as being of Biblical proportions.  Cities for
hundreds ofmiles were affected and well over a million
people were left temporarily without shelter.  Months after
the storm, thousands continue the work to rebuild lives
and communities shattered when the storm made landfall.  

PCS students responded this winter by donating more
than $8,500.00 oftheir own funds to the effort.  For many
years,PCS has selected a project that students can support
financially.  The school encourages students to use their
personal resources earned by home jobs outside their
normal responsibilities and/or by seeking special earning
opportunities under their parents’ direction. For over 15
years PCS students and families supported our La Casa
Project that provided funds to build a house for a needy
family in Mexico along with the opportunity to actually
help build the house.  But the tsunami tragedy in December

2004 redirected our efforts last year.  This year, the need
was in our own country. 

Donations to the hurricane-affected areas were divided
between two aid efforts: Habitat for Humanity, which is
helping to provide homes for those who lost theirs,and the
Association ofChristian Schools International,which is
giving financial aid to Christian schools damaged or
destroyed by one ofthe hurricanes.

Do you know a prospective PCS family?
There are a few openings in various grades

for the school year 2006-2007. Please
direct inquiries to Kim Chinen, Admissions

Director by calling (626) 791-1214,
extension 242.

?
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Alumni News
SARAH LEWIS

(PCS ’94) graduated
from Art Center
College of Design in
April 2004 with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts
in Illustration with
Distinction honors.
She is a graphic
designer at Alfred

Publishing Company
in Van Nuys, and

freelances as a graphic designer and illustrator.  She
attends Bethany Church of Sierra Madre and is involved
in their missions board. Her sister, CAROLYN(PCS ’85-
’93), is working toward her Child Development
Certificate. She is also a deaconess at her church, Living
Waters Christian Fellowship, Pasadena.Her brother,
STEPHEN(PCS ’91),is a Video Game Project Lead at
Disney and also attends Bethany Church of Sierra Madre.
Sarah appreciates her fellow classmates’ updates and
looks forward to reading what they’ve been up to. “Over
a decade already—time flies!” 

SUMMER GRAY
(PCS ’98) married
Michael John Munoz
on January 14, 2006 at
Occidental College in
Los Angeles. The couple
graduated from the
California School of
Culinary Arts, Le
Cordon Bleu in 2005.
Summer is a manager
at The Capital Grille
and Mike is a chef at
the Silverton in Las

Vegas. They are in the
process ofpurchasing

their fir st home in Southern Highlands, Nevada.
MEAGAN K. MORAN(PCS’98) graduated from

Alverno High School in 2002.  She graduated from
Pasadena City College and transferred this year to San
Diego State University with a major in journalism.  Her
sister, ERIN K. MORAN(PCS’01) graduated from La Salle
High School in 2005 and is majoring in business at Cal
Poly San Luis Obispo. 

DANA HULEY(PCS ’01) played basketball at PCS and
in high school, graduating from La Salle in 2005. She
earned a spot on the Pepperdine University Division I

Women’s Basketball Team for the
2005-2006 season. She played for-
ward for the team.

About 45 members of the
CLASS OF 2001gathered at the
home ofShandee Fraser in
Altadena on December 29,2005.
The students graduated from vari-
ous area high schools in May and
June, 2005. 

Among those attending the PCS Class of 2001 Reunion are
(left to right) Paul McGregor, Jordan Sharpe, Erin Moran, James
Kislingbury, Kaitlin Richardson, Elizabeth Pohl, Jessica Jaco,
Simon Estrada, Shandee Fraser and Aaron Cassou.

Have Some News You Want to Share? 
Want Newsletters Delivered 
To Another Address?--Keep Us Informed! 

______I have something to brag about. I’ve mailed it
to the school or emailed PCSceneEditor@charter.net
______Please change my address to the one below.
______Please add a newsletter to the address I  provide.
______I’m getting duplicates--help!

New Address:

Name_______________________________________

Maiden Name (ifapplicable)____________________

Address_____________________________________
_
City/State/Zip________________________________

Telephone____________________________________

Email________________________________________

Carolyn,  Stephen (’91) and  
Sarah  Lewis (’94)

Summer (’98) and Michael Munoz

Dana Huley (’01)
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Students Enjoy a
Preschool-Sized
Book Event
Author Matthew Henry Hall
visited the Preschool recently
to read his book, “Phoebe
and Chub.” He also shared
pictures of the Grand
Canyon, where his story is
set, and invited the children
to sing along as he played
his guitar. “He really
connected at their level,”
says preschool secretary
Stella Franco-Allen.  “He
encouraged the children to
tell, draw and write stories
about things they like and
enjoy.”  (Photo courtesy of
Pasadena Christian
Preschool)


