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PCSUnder The Big Top
FF

rom the moment
the circus fanfare
began and colorful

Ring Master Dwight Equitz
welcomed the 500-plus
guests to the Greatest
Show On Earth, PCSwas
bound for greatness on
October 4.

Not only was this
year's theme, ”PCS Under
the Big Top” new, so was
the feel of the event. Due
to the inclement weather a
contingency plan was put
into place, resulting in a
cozy, family-friendly
carnival atmosphere. The
Big Top t-shirts helped
make people feel
connected as a community
during the event.

Stage entertainment
was performed by
Glenndalf the Magician and
Micah,a world-renowned
juggler. New this year was
roving entertainment-- Jesse, the Guitar Hero stilt walker,
Ladybug the Clown,who sculptured whimsical balloon
creations;as well as Glenndalf and Micah.Miranda Allen,a
PCS 6th grader, headed up the Go-Green campaign.(See
the article about her on page 4.)

There were the usual game booths and activities,as
well as several new ones--Sean Young (a caricature artist),
art student face painters from nearby Hoover High School,

the Hi-Striker game, and Guitar Hero and Dance, Dance
Revolution. The Prize Booth allowed everyone to choose
items that suited their fancy or to take a chance at winning
the Raffle Prize of a Wii Guitar Hero Game and Guitar.

There was food and refreshments galore. As always
our Candy Carousel was a very popular booth.The
Lemonade Brigade provided hand-squeezed lemonade,
fresh popcorn and cotton candy. All-American Softy

(Continued on page 3)

PCS STUDENTS, ALUMNI AND FAMILY MEMBERS test  thei r  sk i l ls  in  one of  many
games during PCS' annual  fa l l  event  -  "Under the Big Top" in October.
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The Ahmanson Foundation Awards
$350,000 Grant to Pasadena Christian

It is with great pleasure
that we announce that The
Ahmanson Foundation has
joined our community of
donors to support Pasadena
Christian School's new Junior
High project. In addition to
offering financial strength to the
campaign,we feel honored to
be recognized by The Ahmanson
Foundation for the quality of
educational programs and
ministry provided to the
students and families of PCS.

This grant from The
Ahmanson Foundation brings
our campaign total to almost
$3.3 million in gifts and pledges.
This represents 95 percent of
our projected goal and insures that construction of our
new campus will begin in February of 2009.

To finish off our campaign,we are offering an
opportunity for those wishing to "leave a legacy" to
purchase an inscribed tile. The tiles will become a
permanent part of our new Junior High quad area.Forms
detailing the project will be mailed to all friends and family
member s of PCS .Others interested in the "leaving a
legacy" tile project may contact our Development Office.

Exciting times are ahead for the Pasadena Christian
School community as we look forward to the grand
opening of our new facilities in the fall of 2009.Please
continue to keep the progress of our project and all of
those involved in your prayers.
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ARCHITECTURAL RENDERING of the proposed Administration building renovation,slated
to break ground in 2009.(Courtesy Jeffrey M.Kalban & Associates Architecture Inc.)

COUGAR FOOTBALL PLAYERSrun through the lines of
cheerleaders during the homecoming game against Ontario
Christian in October. All volleyball and football teams won.
(Photo courtesy of Diane James)
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(Contined from page 1)
offered ice cream items,hot pretzels,
lattes,and cappuccinos,and Burger
Continental served hamburgers,hot
dogs,and chicken kabobs.

Fall Event co-chairs Josephine Mireku
and Rhanna Wells thank their wonderful
committee members for their dedication and commitment
by staying the course. They went above and beyond and
should feel pleased for producing a wonderful event.

Others that assisted in making this day memorable
were Dwight Equitz,Dave Pitts,Chris McCann,Amber
Guined,Juan Martinez,Harry Olson,Priscilla Nelson,Rene
Bancroft, Mary Ann Bennett,the Student Council members,
Big Yellow House staff,Diane Evans,Dolores Hayes,Dave
Watson,Michael Nakamura and the many MVPs who came
so that the show could go on.

Under theUnder the

Big Top Big Top 

at PCSat PCS

THIRD GRADERS(top, lef t  to right)  Jarrod Wel ls,
Connor Schimley and Matt  Bomar chow down on
goodies. BUDDIES Kelby Nardoni  (8th) ,Rena Maharaj
(7th) ,and Nick Portaro (PCS‘08) (below, lef t )  laugh i t
up at  "Under the Big Top."  KINDERGARTENER
HEATHER OLSON (below, right)  gets a ride on a
fr iendly e lephant .THE FUJIMOTO FAMILY (at
bot tom) enjoys some of  the foods at  the fa l l  event .
(Photos courtesy of  Rachel  Albright  and Jackie Bai ley)
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Say the word "recycle" to PCS student,Miranda Allen (6A),and
she can tell you stories about plastic, glass and going green-- more
than 4,500 pounds of it to provide a close estimate.

Upon graduating from the Pasadena Police Department’s Kids
Safety Academy in 2007,Miranda began her mission of implementing
recycling programs,starting first within her own neighborhood (she
collects recyclables from more than 36 neighbors weekly)  In
addition,she has started programs at PCS to provide funding for the
current capital campaign;and at Lake Avenue Congregational Church-
-funds are earmarked for annual church camp scholarships.
Additional monetary donations of approximately $600.00 from her
efforts have also aided a number of charities and foundations within
the City of Pasadena,such as the Pasadena Police Foundation and
Door of Hope.

But Miranda's efforts are substantially more far-reaching.She has
established recycling bins at each of the eight Pasadena fire stations,
at the National Tae Kwon Do Center where she is working her way
towards her black belt [she currently holds a red/black1-stripe belt],
and other locations,which she provides pick-up and maintenance

each week.
Miranda's stellar efforts have not gone unnoticed.On October

16,2008,Pasadena Police Chief,Bernard K.Melekian presented her
with a Certificate of Achievement in recognition for her devotion to recycling and her commitment to giving back to her
community. She has also been nominated for the 2008 City of Pasadena's Outstanding Recycler Award.

She is an exceptional role model as someone who accepts environmental responsibility, takes action,and makes a
greater difference by inspiring others to do the same. Keep up the great work, Miranda!

Sixth Grader Serious About Recycling 

Sixth Graders Spend
Week at Science Camp 

By Jackie Bailey,Elementary Principal
From October 6 to 10,the entire sixth

grade class spent a week near Jenks Lake East
exploring and learning about the ecosystems,
animal life and their co-dependence on each
other while spending the week at Camp High
Trails.

The students journeyed to Camp
Whittle, a former Campfire Girls camp and
spent the week hiking in the forest,
developing their survival skills,learning to
"leave no trace," and developing an
appreciation for working together to
accomplish many different tasks.Pictured at
left is the challenge many faced in successfully
climbing the rock wall.

Each year the students come back to
school having learned so much about God's
wonderful creation and having been stretched
in their skills in a number of different ways.

SIXTH GRADERMIRANDA ALLENand 
Pasadena Chief of Police Bernard Melekian
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New Principal, Teachers Grace Campus
PCS has been blessed with some changes at both the

elementary and junior high level this fall--six new teachers
and one new principal.We welcome them to the PCS
family and look forward to an exciting year.

KEN ORR (JHPrincipal) Long-time junior high
teacher, Ken Orr, and a favorite of
current students and alumni,has
taken on a new role--that of
Junior High Principal.His 32-year
career has focused on Christian
ministry and education.He has
served as pastor of three
churches and in school
administration,and has been with
PCS since 1994,teaching English,
Math and Bible. Born and raised in

Southern California,Mr. Orr and his wife Michelle, have
raised five children – all PCS alumni.In his free time, he
enjoys surfing,sailing and playing golf.

CAROLYN RYOR (2A)
Carolyn earned her BA in
Elementary Education from
Muskingum College in Ohio and is
working on an MA in Special
Education through Florida State
University and is credentialed by
the state of Florida.Carolyn has
been teaching for 14 years in
preschool through eighth grade,
focusing mainly in the primary
grades.Carolyn's husband is

pastor of Christ Church in Pasadena.The Ryors have two
children at PCS--Nick,eighth grade, and Holly,seventh.
Having lived on the East Coast all her life,she is looking
forward to exploring the West Coast.

CYNTHIA KELLEY (5A),is a
teacher with 31 years experience
teaching in grades 5-12.She
earned her BA in Music History
and Literature from Pepperdine
University as well as her MA in
Teaching.She holds a California
Life Credential.Cynthia is
passionate about US History,
which is the subject she will be
teaching to all of the fifth grade
students.She and her husband of

28 years attend Valley Vineyard Church in Reseda.They
have a daughter, Katie, who teaches second grade.

CRISTINA LEE (5B) worked for PCS as a classroom
aide for almost two years. Cristina earned her BA in
Political Science at UC Irvine and her Multi-Subject
Credential at Cal State University-LA. She is starting her

first year of full-time teaching.
Cristina and her family attend New
Life Church in Burbank.She and
her husband have been married for
10 years and have two children at
PCS,Isabella,second grade, and
preschooler Olivia,4. She enjoys
spending time with her family,
reading and listening to a variety of
musical genre. She speaks five
different languages and has traveled
to many parts of the world.

CHRISTIANA
BERTOLUCCI (6A) earned her
BA in Liberal Studies from Azusa
Pacific University and her Multi-
Subject credential from Point
Loma Nazarene University.
Christiana has been substituting
regularly for the last two years
(some at PCS),and this will be her
first full-time teaching position.
She and her husband attend Lake
Avenue Church. She loves
travelling,tennis,runs,loves reading
and hanging out with family (her
immediate family numbers 20).

DENISE MARSHALL (6B)
earned her BS from Cal State
Fullerton in Child and Adolescent
Development and her Multi-
Subject Credential from Vanguard
University. This will be Denise's
first year of full-time teaching.
Denise attends the Reformed
Church of Buena Park.She likes to
read,hang out with her husband and
friends as well as walk and ride
bikes.

BETH CUR TIS (7th English) is no stranger to
Pasadena Christian School.She has been tutoring upper
elementary and junior high students for the past two years
along with teaching in the junior
high elective program.Beth earned
her BA in Literature from
University of California Los
Angeles.She has also helped run a
daycare program at Zion Lutheran
Elementary and has tutored for
Academic Advantage. She enjoys
reading,flower arranging nd
cooking.

CHRISTIANA
BERTOLUCCI

DENISE
MARSHALL

BETH CURTIS

CAR OLYN RYOR

CYNTHIA
KELLEY

CRISTINA LEE

KEN ORR
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School Technology Update
by Phil Williams,Technology Coordinator,K-8 Computer Teacher

Exciting things are happening with the PCS technology program…A major networking project is in progress to
connect all the buildings on the PCS campus.This will get all our classrooms online and boost the reliability and
security of existing classroom networks.Perhaps best of all,it will allow students and teachers to regularly use internet
resources such as streaming instructional video, online collaboration projects,email,blogs,wikis,and classroom web
sites.We'll also be poised to begin using a state-of-the-art school management software package. Imagine being able to
log on from your work to see your child's grade current grades (or number of tardies).

This year PCS is providing an account for Atomic Learning to every student (and by extension,to every PCS
family),which is an online service that provides short video tutorials for accomplishing specific tasks in many software
programs.User accounts and passwords went home during the opening weeks of school and the service is already
being heavily utilized.

PCS will incorporate more free, open-source software programs in the technology curriculum throughout the
year. These are programs that are free to download and use, and have many features of commercial software
programs.They are usually available for PC, Mac, and Linux (yes,last year many students used Linux in the computer
lab). Students will gain exposure to OpenOffice (word processing,presentation,spreadsheet,database),Gimp (photo
editing),SketchUp (3-D modeling),Google Earth (atlas),Audacity (sound editing),Scribus (desktop publishing),TuxPaint
(kid-friendly paint program),and others.Get a jump on the instruction by downloading and trying these programs at
home.

Our teachers will attend the CUE (Computer-Using Educators) conference in March 2009.CUE is an organization
that seeks to train teachers in the use of technology in order to augment learning.No matter our grade level,subject,
or level of skill,the CUE conference will have workshops to help us all get excited about using technology in our
classrooms,and get your child excited about learning.

Last year's electronic waste collection day was a success for PCS,earning enough money to purchase lab packs of
digital cameras & GPS receivers,an interactive whiteboard,and other equipment,software and services.We will be
hosting another collection day in February.It will be after Christmas and the digital TV transition so as to maximize the
amount of e-waste we can bring in.

Wow… When I started at PCS 15 years ago, we had 16 Apple II series computers in the lab, none in the
classrooms,no internet,and a whole lot of 5 ¼ inch floppy disks.It's satisfying to see how far we've come and exciting
to look ahead at this school year. We are blessed.

STUDENTSTAKEA
CHANCEat the Prize
Grabgame on a Prize
Day during the annual
PCSMagazine Drive in
September. About
$95,000 was collected
during the drive,of which
about a third was made
up of website orders.
The school will net
$42,000 from the annual
drive. (Photo courtesy of
Jackie Bailey)
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A LA L U M N I  N E W SU M N I  N E W S

MEMBERS OF THE PCS CLASS OF 1993 held a
15-year reunion in July at the home of Tamara Wolf.Class
members included (left to right):Carrie Nor thrup Dilley,
Tania Harris,Tamara Johnston McMahon,Tamara Wann
Wolf,Daniel Davis,Jennifer Shepp, Shelby Johnston Moser,
and Susie Peterson Mack.

EMILY CLA USON
(PCS‘99) is living in
Bandung,Indonesia and
has begun her second
year of teaching middle
and high school math at
an international
Christian school.She
graduated from Cal Poly
San Luis Obispo in
2007.To check up on
her latest adventures,

see www.emilyinbandung.blogspot.com.

ERIN CHINEN (PCS '00) is working as the Executive
Assistant to the CEO of Public Relations at Wolfgang Puck
Catering.She graduated from Pepperdine University as an
Integrated Marketing Communications major, where she
was president of her sorority, Pi Beta Phi,and
Homecoming Queen.She lives in Santa Monica.

MEGAN CHINEN (PCS '00) graduated from the
University of Virginia in May with a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing.She received the "Student Contributing the Most
to the School of Nursing" award from her peers,and was
the President of the Student Nurses Association of Virginia
and Nursing Christian Fellowship. Megan was also a varsity
cheerleader for the UVA football and basketball teams.She
is currently a student in USC's post-baccalaureate pre-
medical program,a link to medical school.She is happily

engaged to Jesse Oakes,a graduate student at Fuller
Seminary and Director of High School Ministries at Lake
Avenue Church. The wedding will take place in May 2009
with her sister, Erin,to be the maid of honor.

JASMINE JENKINS (PCS‘05)will represent the city of
Pasadena on January 1,2009 as a member of the
Tournament of Roses Royal Court. Jasmine is a senior at
La Salle High School and hopes to attend Loyola

Marymount
University or
Spellman College
to major in child
psychology.She
volunteers with
numerous
organizations
including Reading
Leaders,which
works to advance
children’s reading
skills,and the LA
Food Bank,where
she prepares
meals for the
homeless.

Do you have some news you want to share?  We would love to
hear about it! Send it to the school or email it to
pcscenenews@aol.com.Photos are great,too.Digital ones can
be attached to your email.

M EGAN CHINEN AND ERIN CHINEN (PCS‘00)

EMILY CLAUSON (‘99)

JASMINE JENKINS (PCS‘05)
(PHOTO COURTESY OF PASADENA

TOURN AMENT OF ROSES)
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PRESCHOOLER’SBOUNTY--Maria Anna Kefalas from Room 3 admires her collection of squashes and pumpkins.
(Photo courtesy of Nora Calma)


