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PCSParties in Paradise
EE

ach year family and friends of PCS eagerly await the annual Parent-Teacher Fellowship (PTF) Fall Event. Under
bright,sunny skies,more than 600 attendees enjoyed the sights and sounds of "PCS in Paradise" on Saturday,
October 6,2007.

The event,which acts as an avenue for integration,fellowship and connection between families and the school,
was an immense success.Fabulous Hawaiian burgers and chicken,provided by the iconic Burger Continental,coupled
with field games,craft booths and entertainment set the tone for the festive day.

A particularly popular game provided Junior High teachers,Mrs.Coe-Renner, Mr. Bailey,Mr.Williams and Mr. Orr,
with some welcome
refreshment from the toasty
temperatures - the pitch burst
(aka water-soaking) booth
made a splash!  And green
seemed to be the applicable
'color of the day' for those
who chose the "Hair Painting"
booth.

Event co-chairs,Laurie
Foster and Leslie Equitz,along
with more than 220
volunteers,dedicated
hundreds of hours to making
this year’s luau particularly
wonderful. Members of PCS'
Environmental Services
committee assisted in set-up
and breakdown,the Junior
High Builders Club manned
booths and took tickets,and
teachers participated by acting
as tasting judges in the "Sugar
Island Bake-Off."  

(Continued on page 3)PCS STUDENTS GET READY for the trike field game during PTF's "PCS in Paradise"
Fall Event in October.
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PCS Class of 2006 Eagle Scouts Honored
By Janice Duenas

A National Eagle Scout Court of Honor was held on
October 28,2007 to recognize Drake Duenas,Hunter
Klein,Mickey Sumner, and John Taylor, all members of the
Pasadena Christian School Class of 2006.Their scouting
careers began early,when they started out as first grade
"Tiger Cubs."  Working through the ranks,in fifth grade
they bridged over to become Boy Scouts with Troop 21,
sponsored by Pasadena First Church of the Nazarene.

Through rank advancement and various merit badges
these young men developed skills in home life,personal
fitness,finance, hiking,swimming,wilderness survival and
conservation.Through their participation in monthly
outings,summer camps and leadership training camps they
logged more than 100 miles of hiking,and spent more than
80 nights camping in the wilderness,not to mention

summiting both Mt.
Whitney and Mt.
Langley!

To obtain the rank
of Eagle Scout,each
was required to
develop, plan and
execute his own Eagle
Service Project,which
requires a contribution
of no less than 100
man hours to the non-
profit organization of
his choice. Projects
included painting 30
cabins and shelters in

Wrightwood for a church-sponsored youth camp, a
Pasadena Red Cross blood drive that collected well over

the minimum
requirement of 80
pints of blood,painting
2,000 feet of parking
lot curbs for the
Troop's sponsor
church,and a work
day that included brick
work, painting and
parking space markers
benefiting the
Pasadena Ronald
McDonald House.

Once the service
project is complete,
each Scout must

submit an entire history and record of his progress toward
Eagle. He then goes before his Scoutmaster, a Council
Representative and a 6 to 7 member Board of Review
before he is awarded the Rank of Eagle.

Mickey,who earned
his Eagle Scout award
prior to his 2006 eighth
grade graduation,chose
to wait for his scouting
brothers to also obtain
this prestigious award,
in order for all four of
them to be honored
together. The young
men join the ranks of
merely 3% of all Boy
Scouts nationwide to
obtain the rank of Eagle
Scout.

Drake and Mickey
attend La Salle High
School.Hunter is a
sophomore at Christ
Presbyterian Academy
in Nashville,
Tennessee, and John
attends Maranatha
High School.

Congratulations
on a job well done!
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(Contined from page 1)
After sampling the wares,
judges (Mrs.Ekstrand,Mr.
Williams and Mrs.George)
divulged the winners and
handed out the sweet fare.

Providing the dance
entertainment again this
year, the professional hula
troupe, Hui Hoa Aloha
(Circle of Friends),
performed on the main
stage, providing hula
lessons to those willing
participants who dared!
Additional activities included
many photo opportunities,a
watermelon eating contest,and plenty of games and
crafts.

Thank you to our generous sponsors:Burger
Continental,WOW International & the WOW truck,

provided by PCS parents Stephen & Linda Tavani,as well
as the numerous volunteers,teachers and students.Until
next year…aloha and mahalo to all who made this a great
day of fun and fellowship.

PCS
Parties in
Paradise

MEMBERS OF THE HAWAIIAN DANCE TROUPE, Hui Hoa Aloha (Circle of Friends),
perform traditional Hawaiian music and dances for the spectators of the PTF "PCS in Paradise"
Fall Event,held October 6,2007.

PCSVolleyball
Wins Big at
Tournament
Volleyball Players receive honors
from Rio Hondo Tournament:
8th grader Alexis Genske (left) -
Varsity - All Tournament Team,8th
grader Meghan Taylor (center) -
Junior Varsity - All Tournament
Team,and 8th grader Katelyn
Thordarson (right) - Varsity - All
Tournament MVP. (Photo courtesy
of Patti Davis-Simon)
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In a sweep of His hands,God created the Heavens and
the Earth, all creatures great and small,the waters,plants,
animals,man and woman,and all was good. With his hands,
Hank Aaron hit 755
homeruns during his 22-year
baseball career. Helen Keller
used her hands to "see,"
while actress Marlee Matlin
uses her hands to "speak.”
My hands allowed me to
write this story,to take
photos and to tie my
daughters' shoes.

What are you doing with
YOUR hands?  That is the
question posed to viewers of
PCS grandparent Deanne
Davis' [Nicole Simon,'05,
Blake Simon (8th) & Luke
Simon (5th)] new production,
"Hands!"  The musical is a
lighthearted look at familiar
Bible friends and how they used their hands,both positively
and negatively,to influence generations and effect change.

"I woke up in the middle of the night one night with
the concept and a lot of the lines taking form in my head,
says Deanne. The piece was presented at the Mountain
Street location of Pasadena First Church of the Nazarene,
then it was put away in a drawer. God,however, had other
plans for Deanne's work as He brought it to her mind
again in 2005."I found it and rewrote it completely,
incorporating new ideas,new lyrics,new characters and a
new message - our hands are God's tools here on Earth
and nothing will change for the better unless God's people
use their hands to reach out to others."

And reaching out to others is exactly what Deanne
and composer, David Wheatley are doing. "About four
years ago, Deanne approached me and asked if I'd be
interested in writing the music for the drama and song
lyrics she had written," says David,a pianist and organist at
Paz Naz."Immediately I told her 'No!',but Deanne's
beguiling charm got to me," he laughs,"and we agreed to
work together on the music for one song."  Within a year,
that one song turned into the soundtrack for "Hands!"  

After the writing was complete, the soundtrack was
recorded at a small home studio in Glendale. "At that
point we realized that we really wanted to see our work
produced for a live audience, says Deanne, "so we went to
Pastors Scott Daniels and Scott Anderson [of PazNaz] and

started the ball rolling."  In May of 2007,the performance
premiered in Lee Chapel.

"We have received
amazing comments from our
audiences,many of whom are
not regular churchgoers,but
who have loved this project
and want to see it each time it
is performed,as there is
always something different to
see and hear," says Deanne.
The musical inspires viewers
with high energy
performances and
contemporary music, to use
their hands to spread God's
love;ultimately to make our
world a better place.

"First of all,I want
people to walk away from our
performance with the

understanding that these are real people in these stories,"
says David,"and that if people in the Bible can achieve
using their hands,then so can they." 

If you are interested in seeing "Hands!" The Musical
performed,or having "Hands!" at your church or school,
please contact Davis-Wheatley Productions at
handsthemusical@gmail.com.If you'd like a sample of
"Hands!" just visit www.myspace.com/handsthemusical and
www.youtube.com/handsthemusical.

“Hands!”Up for New Musical

CO-PRODUCERSDEANNE DAVIS [grandparent of
Nicole Simon ‘(05),Blake Simon (8th) and Luke Simon
(5th)] and David Wheatley compare notes during a
rehearsal of the musical “Hands!.”

THE "HANDS!" C AST, including PCSalum Jesse Thomas
(‘97) (right).
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A Letter from the Capital Campaign Chair

As you may know, our junior high was originally
constructed for residential apartment use over 40 years
ago. We have adapted the space to suit our needs over the
years,but we have been acutely aware of their limitations in
size and use. Our junior high program successfully
prepares 180 seventh and eighth graders to transition
smoothly into high school and college;however, the junior
high classrooms are small and cramped with no room  to
grow. Most importantly,the classrooms lack the modern
infrastructure necessary for technology-based instruction
and operation.

Accordingly,the next phase of our PCS Campus
Master Plan will be to build a new 8,500 square foot junior
high facility and make much needed improvements to our
entrance and administrative building.

For the past year and a half,we have been quietly
fundraising to secure lead gifts and
build momentum for our campaign.
To date we have been blessed with
receiving over $2,000,000 in
pledges representing 114 gifts and
59% of our goal of $3.5 million!  At
Back to School Night,we
celebrated this milestone with all
of our families and invited them to
join our journey.

We have been very blessed
with the contributions of time and
talent of so many PCS families.
Thank you to all of the families,
development and administrative
staff and the Board of Directors

for your generous contributions of time and talent.You
have led the way and inspired everyone you’ve touched!  

We hope to reach our goal by next spring to begin
groundbreaking by summer. God has indeed blessed all of
us with our wonderful children. I look into their eyes each
day and feel blessed that in no small way the ministry of
PCS has helped them become worthy representatives of
Christ that pursue excellence in all they do. This new
building will not only impact the current students’
experience but will help the school in its mission  - Shaping
Hearts and Minds for Life - for many generations to come.

Robert Yamamoto
PCSClass of 1975

Current Parent,Board Member
and Capital Campaign Chair 

THE RENDERING of the remodeled administration building,as seen from Los Robles
Avenue. (Courtesy Jeffrey M.Kalban &Associates Architecture, Inc.)

VIEW OF THE EXISTING Fritz B. Burns Library and proposed new Junior High Building,as seen from Los Robles
Avenue. Approximately 59 percent of the $3.5 million goal has been pledged to date. (Courtesy Jeffrey M.Kalban &
Associates Architecture, Inc.)
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Where we were:

When I started at PCS
fourteen years ago, there were fifteen
Apple II computers and one top-of-
the-line Apple IIGS in the computer
lab. I remember that the IIGS had a
whopping 256 KB of RAM and zipped
along at 2.8 MHz.There were no

computers in the classrooms. In a class of thirty
students,only three or four had computers at home.

After that first year, we upgraded to 486s running
Windows,later upgraded to Windows for Workgroups,
and got our first computer online shortly thereafter
(using a 14.4k external modem).Every few years,we
would upgrade the lab and then move the old lab
computers into the classrooms and
old library.

Eventually our
school's technology
relied on hand-me-
downs from
businesses and our
families.When we had
a surplus,or when we
had computers that
couldn't quite cut the
mustard for running the
programs we use at PCS,
I'd build computers from
spare parts, load them with
outdated software and give
them away to families that
didn't have computers.My
goal was to teach as much as I
could while squeezing every
last drop of life out of old
computers,then reuse them.

I made the school's first web site in 1995.
And being that I didn't know the first thing about making
a web site, it was pathetic. We were proud of the color
dot-matrix printers and the one hard drive that freed
one computer from using 5¼ inch floppy disks in the
computer lab. VHS had won out over Beta and nobody
saw DVDs coming.

Where we are:

Thanks to the generosity of our school community,
money was raised to buy new Vista computers for the
classrooms. PUSD funds trickled down to us and we

were able to buy nine more computers for the computer
lab. We have 5th and 6th grade classrooms networked.
We have DSL internet access from the computer lab,
library,and administrative buildings.Students have gotten
acquainted with scanners,digital cameras,digital video
cameras,color laser printing,programming a simple robot
(the BeeBot),and in so many ways take advantage of
applications and technologies that simply weren't even
dreamed of fourteen years ago. Rarely is there a student
that does not have a computer with internet access at
home.

Teachers are increasingly using technology in their
lessons and classroom management.Students frequently
check out one of the school's notebook computers
and LCD projectors so that they can

present their classroom reports
using PowerPoint. Some
students have never been
without an internet
connection,never used a
floppy disk,and none of the
students know what the
origin of the term "cc" or
"carbon copy" is from their
email programs because
they've never seen carbon
paper in action.

Where we're
going:

The tech-
nology committee is
in the process of
completing the
networking of the

rest of the school.
Underground conduit was installed last

school year and we hope that the wiring will be
completed during Christmas break.

The campaign to build a new junior high includes
plans for state-of-the-art classrooms that can support
teaching with technology. We're examining an online
service to improve data management and communication
between students,teachers,and parents,as well as other
services.And there's so much more.

Through the years,one aspect of technology has not
changed:The excitement a student exudes when they
tell me about teaching his or her family member how to
do something on the computer.

Technology:

Then 

and 

Now

BY

PHIL

WILLIAMS,
TECHNOLOGY

COORDIN ATOR,
K-8 COMPUTER

TEACHER
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A LA L U M N I  N E W SU M N I  N E W S

TIM LEWIS (PCS‘81) currently resides
in Burbank with his four children. A
single dad,he keeps busy running to and
fro between sporting events and
activities.He writes,“We enjoy
exploring and documenting Route 66 in
our Midnight Blue PT Cruiser (CA
license plate # MTHRRD) and checking
out the many sights and events that take
place in sunny Southern California.”
After graduating from PCS and
Maranatha High School (1985),“I

attended California Poly Pomona with honors at entrance,
earning a BS in Computer Science”.He went on to work for
Disney in their corporate, consumer product and publishing
departments providing IT service. Currently he is employed by
Wescom Credit Union as the Assistant Manager of Workflow
Systems.He and his family are involved at Westminster
Presbyterian Church of Burbank.Tim can be reached at

tlewis03
@sbcglobal.net
RONALD
JORDAN, JR.(PCS
‘96) married Denise
Schuepbach on August
7 at Camino Real in
Mexico.
JESSETHOMAS
(PCS‘97) and Sara
Uhlman were married
on August 18 in
Yakima,Washington.
Jesse graduated in
2005 from Biola
University and is Chief
Operations Officer for
JRW Investments.His
new wife,Sara,is in
dental school at USC.
The couple resides in
Glendale.

Do you have some
news you want to share?
We would love to hear
about it! Send it to the
school or email it to
pcscenenews@aol.com.
Photos are great,too.
Digital ones can be
attached to your email.

Looking At...
PCS

CORE VALUES

The Core Valuesthat help to ar ticulate the
school’s mission can be summed up in five key
areas.We look at the fir st in this issue:

Christ-Centered
Christ is our focus and integrated into every
aspect of our school community.

“We know that each child we nurture and grow will
one day join our community as an adult who pursues
excellence in all they do.As a result,all of us are
blessed and our world is made a better place. It may
seem like a simple goal,but it stands at the very center
of our vision at Pasadena Christian School.”

--Dr.Steven Gray,Superintendent

Look for more Core Values in our next issue.

 

RON ALD JORDAN, JR. (‘96)

TIM LEWIS (‘81)
ZACHARY JEPSON(Preschool Room 2) adds condensed
milk to his pumpkin pie mixture recently at Pasadena Christian
Preschool.(Photo courtesy of Carmen Sandoval)

JESSE(‘97) AND SARA THOMAS
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PASADENA CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOLERS AveryMedina and DiegoOropez (Preschool Room 2)hold a banana
squash while laughing at how much it weighs. (Photo courtesy of Carmen Sandoval)


