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READY, SET, SLURP! Competitors in the watermelon-eating contest included (from left) April Olson, Rebecca Bowers, Julie McQuinn,
Elizabeth Whan, Brianna McQuinn, Sierra Wesson and a friend. (Photo courtesy of Patti Davis-Simon)

Families Gather At Fall Hoedown
Fiery hot salsa. Elaborately painted and glued

pumpkins. Chins dripping juice from the watermelon
contest.   Friends, family and neighbors gathered together
to enjoy one another over a catered meal and servings of
dessert contest entries. 

There was so much to pack into a few hours at the
annual Harvest Hoedown on October 8!  

“We attracted the biggest turnout ever this year,” says
Darcy Cuerington, fall event chairperson.  “We added more
games and cooking contests this year.  The weather was

even spectacular!  Everyone, from junior high kids to the
younger students and all their families, seemed to enjoy the
day.”

Dwight Equitz,dressed for the part in cowboy hat
and boots, served again as master ofceremonies, urging
students and adults to take part in games that included a
watermelon roll, three-legged races and hog-calling     
contest.  

One highlight of the afternoon was a performance 
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Families Gather At Hoedown As Year Begins

STUDENTS AND STAFF WILL BEAT THE HEAT now that a number of shade
structures have been installed over preschool and elementary school play
areas ( pictured above).  According to Linda Taylor-Bell, preschool director,
the structures will protect students and staff from dangerous overexposure to
the sun as well as lengthening the lives of the play equipment.  The tan canvas
awnings were a collaborative effort paid for by grandparents and donors to
the annual fund last year. (Photo courtesy of Nora Calma)
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by W.O.W. (Winning Our World), the Tavani family   min-
istry.  Stephen and Linda Tavani are the parents offourth
graders Nikola and Sierra Tavani. 

Ruth Mielke,PTF treasurer, reports that the event
earned more than $1,000 in excess oflast year’s tally and
that more than 500 people ate at the event.  

Library Hosts Area
Reading Program

Local school children and families enjoyed
the opportunity to use the Fritz B. Burns Library
and Media Center this summer as PCS hosted a
community Accelerated Reading (AR) summer
reading program.   During the program’s six
weeks, students from neighboring schools had
access to the library’s 13,000 volumes, nearly
4,000 of which have accompanying AR quizzes.  

PCS elementary students earned AR points
to spend in the AR store during the school year
while junior high students fulfilled some of
their upcoming reading requirements by
reading and taking quizzes.  More than 100
students enrolled in the program, many from
local public and private schools.   

“Several of the families from other schools
came in every day so that their students could
read and take AR quizzes,” r eports PCS
Librarian Elaine Henriks.  “It was a wonderful
opportunity for those in our neighborhood to
get to know more about PCS and for us to get to
know our neighbors more personally.”

BYH Kids Practice
Loving Neighbors

The kids at Big Yellow House demonstrated
their love of others this summer by reaching
out to the people at Door ofHope, a
neighboring ministry that serves homeless
families.  With the staff’s help, the BYH kids
prepared meals for more than 30 people.  The
meals were delivered,along with donations
from BYH families.  

“It w as a great way for the kids to work in
community with another ministry,” says Sharon
Sakai,Director of Extended Care.



Page 3PCScene --Fall 2005

New Staff Members Join PCS Family 
Pasadena Christian welcomed 13 new employees as the

2005 school year began.  Here is a little information about
them and their photos that might be useful as you visit
campus! 

Angelita Chao, known as Angel, preschool associate
teacher, has two children at PCS: Andrew, Preschool Class
3, and Brandon in 3B.  

Stella Franco-Allen,preschool secretary, is the mother
of Miranda Allen in 3B as well as a daughter who attends
Mayfield Senior School.  

Tammy Horton, junior high teacher’s aide, is a native
of Altadena who will complete a degree in kinesiology in
May 2006.

Stan Letscher, 3A classroom aide, is also the Young
Adult Ministry Assistant at Northminster Presbyterian
Church in Diamond Bar while his wife studies at Fuller
Seminary.  

Heather Lynch, 5B aide, will graduate from Master’s
College next month with a bachelor’s degree in liberal
studies.  Her interests include youth and children’s
ministry.

Beth Pattinelli, junior high math teacher, is the mother

of kindergartener Evan Pattinelli,Eamon Partos (6A) and
Elise Partos (7O).  

DuVonne Preisler is the Jogathon coordinator; her
children are Shelby (8B) and Grant (5A).  She says that her
more than 20 years of work in the fitness industry ought to
qualify her to run a few laps herself.

Susie Ridenour, 4B aide, has two daughters at PCS:
Gabby in 3B and Morgan in 5B.

Susanna Robar, junior high Spanish teacher, has three
granddaughters who are students here.  She is also director
of VOLAR,a ministry that shares sexual assault awareness
and prevention education through classes and workshops.

Kristen Rogers is the new teacher’s aide in 1A.
Janine Sagherian is the new classroom aide in 1B.

Emily, one ofher three children, is in eighth grade at PCS;
her husband pastors an Armenian church in Pasadena. 

Jyll Weaver, permanent substitute in the preschool,
recently graduated from Azusa Pacific University.  Her
training is in liberal arts but she says her passion is art.   
Melinda Zate, KA aide, has two children at PCS: Noah in
KA and Alexi in 3B.  

NEW PCS STAFF are (above top, left to right) DuVonne Preisler,
Jogathon coordinator, Tammy Horton, junior high aide, and Beth
Pattinelli, junior high math teacher; and (above) Melinda Zate,
classroom aide and Susanna Robar,  junior high Spanish.

JOINING THE PRESCHOOL STAFF are (above top, left to right) Jyll
Weaver, Angelita Chao and Stella Franco-Allen.
NEW CLASSROOM AIDES are (above, back row, left to right) Stan
Letscher, Heather Lynch, Susie Ridenour, (front row, left to right)
Janine Sagherian and Kristen Rogers. (Photos courtesy of
Antoinette Andrews)
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2005-2006 Pasadena Christian Wish List
The wish list was created by administrators, teachers and department heads.  If you are interested in purchasing or donating toward

any items on this list,  please contact Mary Ann Bennett in the Development Department at (626) 791-1214.

Teachers’ Work Room–Mrs. Avis 
$2,349.85 Heatseal laminator 

Preschool—Ms. Linda Taylor-Bell
$25.00 ea.  fresh potted indoor plants 
$120.00 (10) hanging plants 
$50.00 ea.  Plexi-acrylic display frames
$169.99 acrylic clear round water table

Preschool Play Yard —Ms. Rosie & 
Ms. Terri
$46.66 SuperHoops 
$77.86 PowerAir pressure inflator
$35.86 Spectrum all purpose goal 
$39.46 Spectrum basketballs
$17.86 Spectrum playground balls (8 ½) 
$15.46 Spectrum playground balls (6)
$34.66 Bigens 40” exercise balls

Preschool Room 1—Ms. Crystal
$60.00 potato sacks 
$120.00 unit block roadway 

Preschool Room 2—Ms. Kim
$162.44 Early Learning sofa 
$123.75 Hap Palmer CD library

Preschool Room 3—Ms. Ivy
$146.70 electric pencil sharpener 

Preschool Room 5—Ms. Joy
$179.00 rainbow floor mats w/Velcro 
$43.99 see-through tunnel
$129.00 ea.(2) Clear-View table & top
$109.50 In/Outdoor 3-Station easel 
$140.00 Defoe standing mirror 

Kindergarten—Mrs. Parker/
Mrs. Cunningham
$165.00 DVD/VHS system 
$187.50 listening center 
$61.50 cassette player/r ecorder
$37.49 Bissell Perfect Sweeper 

Kindergarten—Diane James
$37.49 Bissell Perfect Sweeper

1A—Ms. Collier
$75.00 CD player 
$233.00 DVD/VCR combo 
$975.00 ea. (2) computers 
$310.00     listening center 
$50.00 children’s board games 
$718.75 whiteboard
$35.00 ea. (18) plastic children’s chairs

Custom-made backpack cubbies

1B—Mrs. Tcharkhoutian
$718.75 whiteboard 12’x4’ 
$586.25 round edge storage 
$74.38 colored cubby bins, 10/set 
$248.75 mobile computer station 
$6.19 ea. (7) heavy-duty paint aprons 
$6.19 ea. (40) book bins 
$75.00 keyboard stand

2A—Mrs. Trujillo
$195.00 VHS/DVD player 

AR book sets-books only
$267.69 C-02 Early Reader Vol. IV
$169.60 D-02 First Reader Vol. II
$199.40 D-03 First Reader Vol. III
$129.41 D-01 First Reader Vol. I
$221.95 D-04 First Reader Vol. IV
$126.00 D-05 Fun and Adventure
$655.00 ea. (4) storage units/activity center 
$500.00 various AR books (Follett)

2B—Mrs. Gallego
$330.00 AR book set D-04 

First Reader Vol. IV
$438.00 AR book set B-10 

Early Reader Vol. I
$795.00 AR book set D-41 

Dr. Seuss & Friends 
$195.00 VHS/DVD player 
$655.00 ea. (4) storage units/activity center 
$500.00 various AR books 

3A—Mrs. Bricker
$800.00 cabinets above sink 
$58.00 whiteboard 2x3 ft 
$50.00 (2) electric pencil sharpeners 
$50.00 educational posters 
$105.00 (30) student place value charts 
$50.00 plastic bins 

3B—Mrs. Harmon
$800.00  cupboards above sink 
$1,500.00 ea. (2) computers/f lat screens
$40.00 electric pencil sharpener 
$165.00    DVD/VHS system 
$50.00 variety of storage containers 
$40.00 instruction posters 
$44.00 place value practice board

4A—Mrs. Charles
$157.36 ea. (12) lift-top desks
$1,250.00  laptop computer 
$38.11 ea. (13) student chairs
$177.61 whiteboard 5’x4’ 
$1,250.00 ea. (2) computers 

CPU/screen/keyboard 

4B—Mrs. Gower
$2,000.00 (2) computers
$27.49 electric pencil sharpener 
$50.00 Bill Nye Earthquakes video
$50.00 Bill Nye Fossils video
$38.00 Hip Hop Multiplication video
$173.00 keyboard
$375.00 Math All Around Us video set 
$44.00 The Reel Kids adv. book sets
$45.00 Hannah’s Island book series 

5A—Mrs. Webster
$473.75 wood teacher desk 
$557.35 metal aide desk
$165.00 DVD/VHS system 

5B—Mrs. Schumacher
$125.89 ea. (30) lift-top desks 
$49.99 ea. (5) Califone players & recorders 
$12.49 ea. (5) Califone deluxe headphones 
$149.98 language arts games 
$503.98 Classroom Jeopardy 
$89.96 Classroom Jeopardy cartridges
$1000.00 ea. (2) computers
$49.35 ea. (3 sets) positive & negative dice
$13.39 vocabulary Quizmo

Various board games

6A—Mrs. Smith
$16.00 doorway compression pole 
$375.00 ea. (2) LCD flat screen monitor 
$600.00 ea. (2) CPU computer 

6B—Mrs. George
$16.00 doorway compression pole
$174.85 ea. student desks

Elementary—Mrs. Bailey
$1,093.75 ea. (3) LCD projectors
for student use w/Power Point,etc.

Music–Mrs. Marr
$17.94 CD & guide: Joining Hands
$72.00 poster: Meet the Instruments
$48.00 (2) Rhythm & Melody videos

with Penn & Teller 
$68.40 CD & Video, Bach to Rock
$36.00 CD & Guide, 80 Years of Jazz 

in 80 Minutes 
$42.00 Musical Road Trip Across US
$118.80 Rock Roots video

(Continued on Page 5)
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HEADING TO ROUND TABLE PIZZA BY LIMO are (from left) Nikolas Larson, Jack Lyddon,
David Mielke and Luke Simon, all in 3A.  They were some of the138 kindergarten through
eighth graders who wona trip for selling at least 15 subscriptions during the magazine drive.
(Photo courtesy of Patti Davis-Simon)

Once again PCS students
began the new school year with
an enthusiastic response to the
annual magazine drive.  The
school completed the drive with
more than $98,000 in sales. 

Overall top sellers were
eighth graders Tristan Lovell,
who sold 101 orders,and
Deanna Watson,who sold 86
orders.  In all, students sold
4,765 subscriptions.  The
students had a fun time earning
great trips and prizes while PCS
benefited from their great
efforts.

“We are blessed to have
the amazing efforts of Aki
Sakanashi,” commented
Development Director Mary
Ann Bennett. “She supervised
the magazine drive almost
single-handedly, and was helped
by a dozen volunteers each day.”

Students Sell 4,765 Subscriptions

2005-2006 Pasadena Christian Wish List
(continued from Page 5)

Choral/Performing Arts–Mrs. Allen
$400.00 Chauivet 1700w fogger 
$1960.00   Albman Comet follow spot 
$1491.00 (2) System 2400 lighting 

tree stands

Instrumental Music—Miss Christopher
$7.50 ea (15) student musical dictionaries 
$20.00 music assessment kit 
$12.00 women composers poster
$20.00 great composers poster 
$12.00 A Young Musician’s Guide to

Composing 
$16.00 musical mouse pad 

Art—Ms. Hart
$1,311.18 (30) 18½” stacking chairs 
$910.47 (6) 30”x72” acti vity tables 
$97.41 free-standing fiberglass sink
$93.25 block printing press 
$28.76 8’ map/display cork rail

PE/Athletics—Coaches Evans & Pirozko
$3,581.25 ea.(3) Tip n’Roll bleachers 
$473.75 Powerflo hydration system
Jr High Bible/Student Council– 

Ms. Coe-Renner
$235.00 storage cabinet 2 doors/2 shelves 
$50.00 small whiteboard
$100.00 Christian music CD’s

Jr High—Mrs. Ekstrand
$425.00 under-sink water heater

Video/DVD library
$28.55 Dying to Be Thin 
$20.97 Ocean
$23.13 Open Ocean: The Deep
$50.20 Acid Rain
$39.37 Hurricanes & Tornadoes
$20.97 Hurricane
$28.55 Killer Wave: Power of Tsunami
$28.55 Ring of Fire
$78.45 Bill Nye Greatest Discov. video
$108.45 Earth Science video

Jr High History—Miss Hill
$431.43 ea. (2) whiteboard 4’ x 10’

Jr High Pre-Algebra–Mr. Orr 
$250.00 overhead projector 

Jr High—Ms. Farrar-Perkins
$500.00 ea. (2) partial scholarships for 

East Coast trip
$998.75 refrigerator for jr. high teachers’ 

room 

Big Yellow House—Mrs. Sakai
$20.00 ea. (5) golf umbrellas
$10.00 ea. (6) CPR protective masks 
$735.00 King Arthur round table 
$135.00 portable ball storage cart 
$1,315.00 lighting for upstairs 

Development—Mrs. Bennett
$76.00 ea. (8) 6’ rectangular tables
$95.00 ea. (20) 8’ rectangular tables
$60.00 ea. (600-800) auditorium chairs

Front Office/Health Room
$200.00 Norstar Meridian telephone
$100.00 (4 sets) twin sheets sets
$94.00 commercial exhaust fan 

Human Resources–Jean Barbaro
$137.50 Sauder five-shelf bookcase
$125.00 two-drawer filing locking cabinet
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Elite Sports Training Prepares
Athletes for Life Off the Field

Seventh grader Chance Thomas takes a golf lesson at
6:30 on Sunday mornings.  Eighth graders Tara Rallis and
Jenna Comontofski traveled to other states to win national
championships in their sports this summer.  Fourth grader
Hannah Rae Finchamp weathered Hurricane Katrina after
running a triathlon in New Orleans.  These PCS girls work
hard in their hours away from school to excel at sports that
require discipline and training – and may not always catch
the spotlight.  

Jenna is a catcher on the Sierra Madre Girls Softball
Team.  Last summer her team traveled to Colorado Springs,
CO, to compete in the State Games ofAmerica.   The team
came home as the National Junior Olympics gold medal
winner in the 14 and under division.  Among Jenna’s
contributions was a grand slam over the fence. 

Chance gave up soccer this year when she decided to
spend more time perfecting
her golf game.  But she still
practices tennis every week
– and she’s already earned
her black belt in karate.  Her
parents wholeheartedly
support her devotion to
athletics.  

“Sports are important
for all of us,” says Orean
Thomas, Chance’s father.
“We learn how to deal with
adversity, work as a team
and achieve results.” 

Tara Rallis joined the
San Gabriel Volleyball Club
in sixth grade.  This year,
her team of13-year-olds
traveled to Denver for a
three-day qualifying

tournament,winning first place against more than 80
other teams.  That led the team to the Junior Olympics in
Salt Lake City.  

There,900 of the best teams in the country played one
another.  Tara was a starter for her team,which finished as
the national champions over all volleyball teams in the
13-year-old division.  

Jan Rallis, Tara’s mother, sees great personal benefits
for kids in sports.  “Kids who play sports learn to make
new friends and to work hard at something they want,” she
says.  “I think being committed to volleyball has given Tara

a little extra grit; if she encounters something that’s hard,
she buckles down to succeed.” 

Then there’s
Hannah Rae.  Already
an avid runner, Hannah
Rae attended a triathlon
camp this summer.  (In
a youth triathlon,
competitors swim 100
meters, run 3.3 miles
and run half a mile.)
She then convinced her
parents to let her go to
New Orleans for her
next event.  There,she
placed second in the
swimming and running
portions, and fifth in
the biking event – a
great finish for someone
who has just begun.  

Two days later, Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans.  
Hannah Rae and her mother found themselves on the

25th floor of a downtown hotel with no electricity or
running water while the temperature rose to 110 degrees.
The leftover hotel food was good the first day. But by the
third day the 4,000 people trapped inside the hotel each

received a muffin and halfa
cup of warm soda for breakfast.  

They watched through
broken-out windows while
buses evacuated people from the
Super Dome for three days.
Their turn finally came on the
fourth day as they waded
through waist-deep water with
a suitcase each, forced to leave
Hannah Rae’s bike behind. 

The news of Hannah’s harrowing introduction to
triathlons reached her coach.  When he learned that she
had lost her bike during the evacuation,he notified a
racing bike manufacturer.  Only days later, a brand new
2006 bike arrived at her door! 

“Hannah was a trooper throughout the ordeal,”
Debbie Finchamp says proudly of her daughter.  “Perhaps
her hard work at sports prepared her to make it through
even that experience!” 

Chance Thomas

Hannah Rae Finchamp

“We learn how 
to deal with 
adversity, 
work as a team 
and achieve 
results.”
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Alumni News

JULIE (DYMMEL) SAGATELIAN (PCS ‘73) was
married June 25 to Alex Sagatelian.

BRYAN &
MEGAN (HEUER)
SCHEIDLER(PCS
’95) were married
on August  27.

GARRETT
CAMPBELL(PCS
’01), graduated from
Maranatha High
School and is
attending California
State Polytechnic
University at
Pomona majoring in
business
administration.  He
recently received a
Certificate of Special
Congressional Recognition
from U.S. House of
Representatives
Congresswoman Hilda L.
Solis for demonstrating
outstanding achievement,
hard work, devotion,
invaluable service and
dedication to the City of
Duarte.  

TE’ANNA ROBINSON
(PCS ’05) was freshman
homecoming princess at
Maranatha High School. 

Early PCS Music Available on CD

Would you or someone you know enjoy listening to
songs recorded when the PCS music program was young?
Margaret Meier, PCS music director from 1958 to 1968
and developer ofthe PCS music program, has had 30
songs from recordings made in 1962 and 1964 reedited
and placed on a single compact disc. Musical Memories
of Margaret Meier features 20 Christmas songs; the rest
are spiritual,classical and patriotic. If you are interest-
ed in further information or in obtaining a copy, please
contact Dr. Meier directly at MSMeierphd@aol.com or
(909)626-6160.

Class of 2001 Reunion
PCS Class of2001 will be having a reunion on

Thursday, December 29,2005 at 7:00 p.m. at the Fraser
home (2162 North Holliston Avenue, Altadena). Please
come and hang out with your PCS friends. For more
information,please contact Shandee Fraser
(slfraser@email.arizona.edu) or Kaitlin Richardson
(kaitlin.richardson@vanguard.edu). Please R.S.V.P. to the
Frasers at (626) 791-0922. 

Alumni---Share Your News! Send your latest news
and information via mail (PCScene Editor, Pasadena
Christian School, 1515 North Los Robles Avenue,
Pasadena,CA 91104) or e-mail pcsceneeditor
@charter.net. Digital photos can also be e-mailed.

Longtime Teacher 

Karen Shaw Dies
Beloved teacher Karen Shaw went to be with the

Lord on October 23,2005.  She is survived by her hus-
band,Dan, three sons and their wives, and two grand-
daughters.  Mrs. Shaw and her family have a rich history
with PCS. She taught at the school for 20 years and had
just rejoined the faculty after a sabbatical year in South
Africa.  Her sons attended PCS and granddaughters
Stephanie (7C) and Julia (4A),carry on the tradition.   

The family requests that memorial donations be
directed to the PCS Karen Shaw Memorial Fund for
tuition assistance ofmissionary children.  Look for more
information on her life and legacy in the next issue. 

Julie Dymmel (‘73) Sagatelian 
and husband Alex

Bryan and Megan (Heuer) Scheidler 

Garrett Campbell (‘01)
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Camille Clark To Reign
Over 2006 Rose Parade

PCS ’02 grad Camille Clark is the new queen ofthe
2006 Tournament ofRoses!  Camille’s brother, Patrick, is
in eighth grade at PCS.  Camille, now a La Salle High
School senior, will travel the nation and world for the next
year as the official ambassador for the Tournament of
Roses.  And,of course, she will be at the head ofthe Rose
Parade on January 2, 2006—which happens to be her
eighteenth birthday.  

Camille’s mother, Alice, says happily, “Camille is who
she is because ofPCS!  The teachers reinforced what we
were teaching her at home and we reinforced what she
was being taught at school.”  Mrs. Clark went on to say,
“Camille was very prepared for high school and we are
very grateful to PCS.”

Congratulations, Queen Camille!    

TOURNAMENT OF ROSES Queen Camille Clark


